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The Mahabharata Is an old source of Indian philosophy 
and religion. The ethos of India is based on customs, traditi- 
ons and sanctions laid down in the Mababharata The ways 
of life, the glorified virtues, iegends-Akhyanas and Upakhy- 

anas-are explored and expanded in later Sanskrit books and 
also In books written in Indian Languages. The Mahabharata* 
is the mythification of Vedic Culture and norms, It is not only 
a historical Mahakavya, but has cherished all the sensibilities 
of Indian mind. Stalwarts like Vyasa, Bhisraa and Krisna have 
been a perennial source of inspiration to the Indian talent, 
for thousands of years right from the Vedas. There is an unb- 
roken continuity in Indian thought, which is marked by phi- 
losophical, spiritual and even empirical pursuits. The immor- 
tality of self, which is discussed in the Mahabharata in gen- 
eral and in Bhagavadgita in particular () is the echo of Vedie 
thoughts. For example* about the At man, here is a famous 
RK; 



Cs 



faster firww fRiffcRirFf sfhusnt iRHir 11 

c o % 

(X 8,44) 

The Mahabharata has tried to instil the spirit of the 
Vedas, on the background fo a family feud 9 which led tomass 
distruction. But even during the fighting periods many sages 
like Vyasa, Dhaumya and Vasistha have coolheadedly tende- 
red pieces of advice for the good of the humanity acclaiming 
the worth of the mercy coming from the unknown source* 
which may be either God or destiny - they have emphasized 
human endeavour and the inculcating certain dharmas through 
abiding by certain code of conduct, in terms of sacrifice, 
charity, penance and discharging one's own duties. 

Apart from the physical ailments and mental worries 
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the fear of unfriendly attacks and wicked manoeuvres loom$ 
large over the thinking persons of the Mafaabharata times^ 
Many dialogues in Santiparvam and many discourses like Vid- 
tiraniti in the Udyogpaivatn deal with certain problems aris- 
ing out of good an bad propensities of human beings Thus 
the Mababharata has become a source book of ancient Indian 
principles of Ethics Morality and Dharnia (to use a compre- 
hensive term) and there is an undercurrent of spiritual aspir- 
ation throughout that helps man achieve perfection or final 
liberation. AH the eighteen parvans of the Mahabharata with 
all their narratives and discourses, planning and strategies, 
ultimately aim at the achievement of four human goals. 

Among the eighteen Parvams of the Mahabharata, Bhi- 
shmaparvam as the title suggests contains the heroic deed and 
the fighting skill of Bhisma. This Bhismaparvam is the sixth 
one in the big epic and consists of one hundred and seventeen 
Adhyayas. Adhyayas 1-24 deal with the geographical details, 
chapters 25-42 constitute the famous Bhagavadgita. The cha- 
pter 43 to chapter 122. exhaustively deal with the battle, which 
took place on ten consecutive days, in which various warriors 
fought bitterly with the rival heroes, using different types of 
weapons. For example, some of the names are mentioned 
the following verses. 

TOTO: 1 1 



: I *ftw. (441314) 

An expressions 1 ^ RPRPT : has occurred many times, 
indicating the use of some special types of arrows* 

The fight was going on in a forceful way. 




\\ 

.On the battlefield, the dead bodies, smeared in blood 
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were lying everywhere. There is a gory description of the bat- 
tlefield which is compared to a river. 

99-33-36) 




Bhisma was very diffident about the success of the Ka- 
uravas from the very beginning. At one time, Duryodhana 
took Bhisma to task for that. 

54-32) 

Even Sanjaya, had a word of praise for the Pandavas.. 




o 



TWIT 

65 - 18 



Bhisma actually pleaded with Duryodhana to adopt a 
policy of conciliation: lathe last Adhyayas, it is told that 
Bhisma himself suggested .he most effective way of killing 
him He was made to fall down pushing forth Sikhandi in the 
battlefield. 

Though the parvam as a whole deals with the violent 
warfare, the Bhagavadgita portion is skilfully inserted in the 
beginning. The general didactic attitude in the later stages ot 
the development of the Mahabharata is crystalized in the Bn- 
agavadgita. A number of editions has been published till now, 
with translations in various languages. The translations of 
Belvalkar, Radhakrishnan, Ryber and A.B. Roy are currently 
available. Among those who ha ve given their own expositions 
about the inner meaning of the Gita Lokarnanya Tilak, Auro- 
bindo, Mahatma Gandhi, Vinoba Bhave, S. K. Maitra iSadh- 
arm of the Bhagavadgita) T. M. P Mahadevan, V. G Bhat, 
K M Munshi,&D.S. Sharma are famous. Till today many arti- 
cles are appearing in journals and books are published in reg- 
ional languages of India (the latest being "Gitadarsana, by 
Arjunwadkar in Marathi, published by Anandashrama, Pane, 
1995) The moot question is-how to attain bliss, while living 
in this world and while being engaged in worldly activities? 
2, 
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It is not possible even to give a summary of the important 

articles and books in the preface. It may be briefly mentioned 
as Arjunwadkar has pointed out that Gta Is a sort of Vartika 
of the Upanishads. The tenets of Upanisadic philosophy were 
briefly mentioned, but that which was not directly mentioned, 

was expanded. In the Bhagavadgita every chapter Is like an 
Upanishad. The word 'Yoga 5 is often used in the Gita, which 

means to the final beatitude. The spiri t of 'Yoga' has perme- 
ated the entire text. It has undergone some connotative chan- 
ges, but the spirit of Yoga is never attenuated.^ The word 
4 Yoga* is for example, used in various senses, indicating its 

comprehensive meaning. 

1) Performance of actions (11-39) 

2) Even tempered activism (If- 53) 

3) Performing actions, without aspiring for any fruit(II,48) 

4) Skilful way of doing duties, by which one is not affec- 
ted by sios (11-50,57) 

5) Means for attaining the absolute (normally used in this 
sense in the colophons of the Gita chapters) 

6) The word is attached to other words, when they toge- 
ther express the sense of means for salvation. For exam- 
ple . 

(Xm-26) vamnfrp flK-28) 



-{VI. 12,23) OTTzfrP ( V. 24) 



7) Capacity strength eg. 




There are many expositions of the Bhagavadgita and 
all aim at investigating into the main principle or doctrine of 
the Gita. This is not the place to deal with (or even to. men- 
tion them)- Knsna's immediate intention., in. giving a dis- 
course to Arjtma was to demonstrate to Arjuna the futility 
of bis supposedly compassion- laden inactivity, which was in 



19 

other words, the Inaction against a blatant aggression. He 
exhorted Arj ana to perform his duty as a Ksatriya, with a 
sense of equanimity. The *Samatva*, which is also termed as 

'Yoga Is equanimity in temper* attitude or IE prescribed 
duties. 

As Swamy Raoganathananda has pointed out, "under 

the hegemony of his comprehensive philosophy of life Sri 
Krisna synthesizes ail the aspects of spiritual life -aspects 
broadly known in India as the paths of work, devotion, medi- 
tation and knowledge ...If once we shift our centre of indi 
viduality to the "Saksi' we go beyond all the dualities and 
struggles of life and attain "universality of outlook and. 
breadth of heart" 

This is the famous of the Gita. The Gita 

'has given strong base of Bhakti or willing submissloa to God. 
Devotion h said to be of nine types in the Bhagavata Puranaia 

They are the pathways to God and indicate the methods to be 
adopted by a devotee to attain the final beatitude.^ The 
Gita however, has not mentioned the nine ways explicitly. 
But it will be seen by careful reading, that they are suggested 
Implicitly in some verses, for example ST^UT in XIV. 

IX. 149; 3T#r VII < ?, l6 **** IX- 



14; 

VII. H; XVIH 61-82, 66 




Oae should pet farm one's duties with equanimity, 
without hankering for ulterior fruit and with a sense of dedi- 
cating everv action to God,' having BO attachment for worldly 
pleasures, This Yoga enables the Yogi n to inculcate- certain 
virtues making Mm a Sthitaprajna, Gunatita or an ideal 
Bhakta. The Devotion to God is the summum bonum. Devo- 
tion is oomiprised of the -necessary wishes enumerated at 
various placas. The Yogin thus is made -competent enough 
to partake in the -divine functions of promoting Dharma and 
expiating out the A dharma. ' -- - 

This is ia brief, the main purpose of the Gita which 
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was 'Sung 9 by the lord -in the din and bustle of the battle- 
field, so vividly described in the Bhismaparvan. 

The Bhagavatgita Is a part and parcel of the Bhisoia- 

parvan of the Mahabliarata. Though a large part of ther 
parvan contains rigid, wearisome discription of the battle- 
field, some events like the approaching of Yudhisthira and 1 

Duryodhana to Bhisroa and the Sikiiandi Episode, are des- 
cribed with natural grace. Respected Laxmana Sastryji has- 
translated the Parvan, with equal grace. His writings have 
the loftiness of Samskrit diction and natural grace of Telugu 
style, His translation does not mean the retention of original 
Sanskrit words with Telugu terminations. He has lent the 
Telugu grace to the original. Generally, the translation of 
the classics, try to imitate the conventions* regarding form* 
style or expression. Though laksmana Sastriji is steeped ia 
tradition, his language has got the flare and flavour of mode- 
rnity. He has got a perfect mastery ever both the languages. 
As a scholar who loved and promoted Sanskrit, throughout 
his life, lie has undertaken the translation of the M'aha- 
bharatawith a missionary zeal. Laksmana Sasiriji was a 
source of inspiration to may a student and friends, With a 
view to enlightening the people regarding the cultural and 
ethical values cherished by the Mahabharata, .he undertook 
the rather strenuous task of rendering the magnum opus of 
Vyasa into Telugu, 

While rendering the Bhagavadgita portion he has taken 
particular care to note the connotations of various terms. The 
same terms are used in different senses in different chapters- 
of the Gita, This is a problem faced by many translators, 
including Lokamanya Tiiak, Radhakrisnae, Gita Press Scho- 
lars and many others. Words like Paryapta, Avyakta, Uda- 
pana 9 Karmachodana, Karmasamgraha, Ganasamkhyana, 
Jnaca, Dharma, prakriti, Buddhi, Yajna.Samkhya are popular 
and difficult as well.They convey Yarious meanings in various 
contests. The very word "Yoga* is often confusing. But, 
Sastriji has meticulously pointed out the various shades of 
meaning in various contexts. Though it is good to retain the 
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cneaning Once assigned throughout, It is not always possible 
to do so, especially while rendering the texts like Gita. The 
translator has to be careful at every occurrence of the word. 
fortunately the present translator has been so, 

Another difficulty which often confronts a translator^ 
is the paraphrase or recasting the original text. While doing 
so., one has to take care of the fact that the rendering should 
'Hot be ambiguous or harsh to a person* who is reading the 
translation part only. Somewhat clumsiness has crept ia the 
translations of Belawalkar and Arjunawadkar. In the present 
translation, clumsiness is avoided to the best possible extent* 
In the Gita, there are many verses, where a translator (and 
the reader too) is likely to fumble. 

Here are a few examples which may be called Kutas- 

lokas : 



II- 



53 
frsn snNcTRTO 11,6 9 



C\ 



XV- 



The commentators unfortunately are very uncertain* 
The Scholars who render such lines should be well-versed in 
the 'Prasthanatrayi' and the later commentaries also. The 
meanings assigned by Laksmana Sastriji seem to be worthy 
of recommending for a wider acceptance. 

I consider myself fortunate to write a few lines of 
appreciation of a voluminous work done by Sastriji. It is 
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difficult to gauge his scholarship by persons like me. Moreo- 
ver, I take this as an opportunity to pay my respectful tribu- 
tes to that great scholar. I am also glad to note that his 
worthy daughter Prof. K. Kamala garu has undertaken a 
strenuous task of going through the text and getting it printed* 
lam sure that all the parvans* translated by Laksmana Sastrijl 
will be published soon. - She deserves fulsome compliments 
from all. 

The appearance of this work, associated with a respec- 
ted scholar of Andhra Pradesh^ is a happy auguiy to forth- 
coming endeavours in the field of Mahabharata Scholarship. 
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